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DEATH-SWEPT PORT ARTHUR

BY RICHARD BARRY, The Only American Correspondent Attached to the Japanese Forces From

BOUT the siege of Sevastopol the
libraries hoild thirty volumes,
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for five months and a hailf. After a
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that has produced men as willing to
fight and die as any that e r trod the
Yet it was glory too cos for joy.
Recalling 1at mighty panorama—bat-
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charge so tl life can never be the
game again in sweet ss, t re-
doubt paid for a tiy blood,
and which ven ., ls roduc-
tion to agony meore terrible, be-
vond, rising tier on tier series
s » redoubts a forts, moats
and batt ies—dwelling on that the
soul grows sick to think that Port Ar-
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Blood Running Into the Sea.
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like

O 9, taking Taigushan and
Che (the Rig and Little Orphaus)
the ssians were driven into their
rermanent works. Allowing a few
days for intrenchmo and rest, t
plan then was to the town
Port Arthur on Every man in
the panese aly corfidently expect-
€ he empire “~vas sure of it, the
world thought it due.
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enfilade 1t
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left flank and
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The plair front of the forts was

piled with dead. the creek ran red to

the sea, it bed clogged with corpses

six and eight deep, desperate devils

Jost in the thirsiy sand. Through s«

en days and seven nights, withe ces-
sation, from sun to searchlight and
from searchlight to moon, the fight
raged.

Companies were wiped out, batteries
demolished; regiments came in over

ranks of regiments who had gone be-
fore, all of whose numbers lay dead or
dying on the field.

The famous Ninth regiment, the
Black Watch of Japan, became immor-
tal on this day. Ordered t) cross the
plain and take the north battery of the
g:eat Cockscomb series of redoubts, it
.gtarted in. Before it reached the last
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THE ENEMY.
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WOUNDED—-THE GARRISON OF A JAPANESE

AFTER AN ASSAULT.
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of the men had fallen from shrapnel | turn that it made as it worked its 'w
and shell fire, Looking ahead and hav- | under the pa f the redoubt, was
ing reports from reconneoitering parties | a masonry p called, by ti
of pioneers, the colonel, named Taka- | cunning men who such traps,
gagi, sent back word to the command- | caponiere These 3 rose o
: ral that the assault was not | ,f the bed of the mc feeot, ¢
».  He advised a halt. He sug- | oacn ; ield thre
gested that his troops re where they ! e, four men ‘_,1‘ machine
were, throw up tempo y intrench- | szm “.”;'“\_ A "vl',_ Shon
ments for the night, project sappers |- - i. 1% tisoty l’k* I
and wait for the slow, sure and com- | >4 With b ,1 RESES Nngc
paratively safe method of engineering | CMUCks in a hole L0 ganepe. e
- - ' dealt out whistling steel at

| advance

Russia

An order to proceed was instantly - o
jed te him. The commanding 1 g and overpowering as this
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ment was encugh to take one battery. | that third grand assault they made
Up to this time Takagagi had b their stand, and were able, by
marching, s colonels usually not large in numbers (for t
at the rear of his m the front in that moat was less than
under charge of his line offic bevond c« yutation from the
| receiving the command from 1 1 point of individaal heroism, to cs
eral, he leaped out of the ravine at the { and to hold ever since, the two north-
head of his men, calling to them as he | ¢rnn caponieres.
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months Oct. 29 of capturing at. |
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Frightful Traps of Caponieres.

In the iaird assauilt, on Oct. 29, hal
way up the hill *he advance stumbled
over a mine, and the entire Ilower
shoulier of the mountain was biown
into the alr, taking with it some twen
ty-five men, heanas awry, legs and arms

ad. trunks shattered.
New volunteers advanced
crater thus formed, up the glacis
of the redoubt, until they reached a
trap which they had been unable to dis-
tinguish from the valley below, owing
its cunning concealment under the
irarapet leval with sn innocent height
that looked pr2:isely similar to every
other furze-covered height in the vi-
Cinity.
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Vast Struggles to Gain Inches of
‘ Ground.
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base »f the m tain to the moat. This
gave them thei vital hold on the north

vt i the Cock nh.
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holdir evel inch of ground, that it
k been full month and a h
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when the complete fortification is taken

remember that it is but one of three
great batteries which form the series,
| called East Keekwan, and this - itsel?

of the e:
land defense,

The method of the final
this northeast Keekwan battery fur-
ther :llustrates the intricacy and aiffi-
| culty of tne operations. Inside the fort,
beyond the parapel, so well protected
by its moat and caponieres, is a shelv-
ing earth work, called the catascarp.
Crossing this, troops that might be en-
tirely succzssful up to that point, mect
a close and unerring fire from men con-
cealed In traverses formed of time
balks and sand bags which lie a few
yards bevond.

Then below these traverses 1ire gal-
leries where the garrison lives; 'and
i below. the galleries are the bomb-

iz but a portion
rermanent

tern 'h'nv of
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roofs protecting the ammaunition,
Under the traverses, covering

ries  and bomb-pro is heavy

the |

ry from two to thr feet thick.
| Then covering the whole is a pile of |
earth two feet thick. The original in-
| tentions was to have on top of all that
a thick wall of conerete, but this inten- |
tion has been effected but partially on
cne of the forts, not the East Keek-
wan,
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| sary to get below the level of the gal-
leries and bomb-proofs, then another
wenty feet forw
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with the
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Moat Flooded, Not With Water but
Flame.

the dougl

the ones to
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be given way. Th d
turn back, did no n 1, showe
despair, came to to meals, as
cheerfully as ever in rice paddies.

winter was con

bitterly keen, the
sro and below, while the
blew in om both seas.
living in ‘hes, surrounded by
] hou of their own making,
protected by miserable dug-
outs, shielded from cold and wind by

" broken boughs, light shelter tents
P a 1astily packed earth. Death was
i Preperred to a wound, for the wounde
had small hope of succor; yet livi
was welcomed, cherished and fos-
tered.

Nie while the Russians were busy.
Mucl their available kerosene was
tak through a subterranean gallery
of Pwo Drago into the immen
moa ind there poured over piles of
sty along the bed. Then they wait-
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; numbers of Ja
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| of are the dest which physical con-
| ditions can impose on man
| Epic of Assaults on the Two Dragons,
|  Against  the great Ehriung fort,
known to all who have er 'n Port |
{ Arthur, as the Red Redoubt, |
because it stlicks ou 1
line more conspicuously
other fortification there, and known (o

troductory to a grand entrs
Port Arthur on the emper

Nov, 3,

nce into
virthday,

the besiegers ran rainst ene

our language as the Mount 1 of the|
| Two Dragons, assauits of 12 same
number and « equal fierceness have
| been conducted.
During assault of Oc which
was expected to reduce the fr ss, in-
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» was taken, the Two
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ene and
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he moast expecti
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comb ere wught
vere no caponieres on this fort Many
perished miserably. Some t11
fought the flame A few sur
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Taking and Holding Forts Against
All Rales,

o

According

forts

appalled,

hardship.

anese soldier holds on be-

ause he can exist in conditio that
unnersy those of anoth
nature « anly, in all his

essity,

In some places, like the bloody angle
of the KEternal Dragon, he is sur-
ounded by the stench of his o dead,

d would welter in his own filth were

not r» marvel
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forts, } my

wrds une
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wide th i 3 ST gt SO7 12 of t reluctant cer-
1€ LAl v A fid 1 ({NOW et Core ic
and could not detern " For the = -m\"“‘\“‘l _v:'” his
| same reason they could not determine hold-Saind Ehore MAvE
Lhe presence of the caponieres ln the | 3o, 1ssaults: one on the
Nartheast Cockscomb. i 19th of Au on the 19th of Sep-
n ouls \\" Ir'e sentl out to investigate, f ane ith of October, one
y but thely had to operate within ot the ISth of November, and one on |
{ hundred yards of the {ussian sharp- ] 185 of December. They come about
| shoolers, over ground bar ny cov-{a month apart for an army needs
j er, Their work was done so hastily for rest and the progress of |
| that appuarently it was not done well, : iary operations. Al the as-
: Based on their rep¢ and on inves- | fanlts ave been at 1t} same objec-
tigation of the distance through spy-|ti to pierce the Russian right cen-
g py- | ) ;
giasses, Colonel Imazaya, the ™ con- All have failed and succeeded
structing engineer, devised scaling lad- d to break the right center, but
ders to be used by the saulting part \' 1ave succeeded in driving one meore
when they reached the moat, for the | '2il. little or big, as the case may be,
purpose of crossing it. The scouts haa | 't0 the Russian coffin. : Y
reported the moats were ten metres|  Lh¢ greatl slaughter was during the
wide. Imazawa made his ladders four- | 1'St assault. Since then the losses have
teen metres long ! been small. The Japanese are learn-
- . ing that there are some things that
On the afterno of Oect. 29 as-4. 5 h - > :
51 - - _f t. 29, the A8-leyen fanaticism and fatalism cannot
saulting party went in under heavy fire deo

with the scaling ladders. The survivors
who reached the brink of the moat
rested the ladders against one side and
dropped them across. The ladders
failed to touch the other side, failed
to touch the bottom, and disappeared in
the moat.

That night pioneers issued from the
sap heads nearest the fort and dropnped
one thousand sand bags at one place
irto this frightful moat. . The sand
bage were swallowed up. There was

Nogi’s “Butcher’s Bill” of Shuishing
Valley.

Crossing the Shuishing wvalley in Au-

gust, entirely without protection, Nogi

lost 25,000 men, and did@ not take the
forts. .
Then the army sat down and went

to work with pick and shovel by night.
This was done under the enemy's
segrchlights and star bombg and with-
in rifle range. In places it was done
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In Eternal Dragon’s Bloody Angle.
1 ng conditions ai wore th: dy-

ing conditions. p

> water
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Jpon beft Port
cket handkerchief
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bloody
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Compelled

ntrench-

ment on capture to
fling the slain the em-
bankments, the Japanese were never
after e to pluck them from the ;-4.:‘—'
tial interment. If any man showed so
much as a hand above works it
was instantly pierced by sharp-shoot-

ers less than fifty yards away.

Compelled to lie in the stench of the
dead, for it was midsummer and about
forty-eight hours was sufficient to
bring on decomposition, they did not

ve. They stuck there and kept sen-
tries there along a forty-vard front and
nearly every night battled with sortie-

i ing heroes from the other side, quite as

willing to fight and die, but not quite
as able to live so desperately as the
Japanese,

Here we can see the whole philosophy
of the war. Both sides are equally
willing to die, but the Japanese, though
they may not be more willing, are more
able to live. They can exist on a ball
of rice a day in their five-foot-six space
of earth, smiling with fatalistic con-
tempt, living that they may die, and
dying that.they may live.

The front of the Eternal Dragon was
called the thirty-minute trench, be-
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Reported Lack of Ammunition in the

Forts.
Ammu on? Here is of
the situa 1. The wi 3

Port Arthur now rese
How long wi
£ out? They
which,

ithis

y
essent hing.

of sharpnel they

for the neing . as
it is. they always save every shot un
til it can teli. What they do fire into
the Japanese camp naval ammu
tion and does little harm.

It is believed that they have plenty of
small arm ammunition, and if this is
true, as it seems likely, the assaults
can be repulsed until every

is killed. It not probhabie
Japanese shell fire has done m
harm. though it has knocked the [
and town about and displaced muc!
earth on the forts
About one in four
Russian shells has
shells appeals to the imagination and
lets the rumor dealers at Chefoo.
enty miles away, see blood on

hundred of
done damage. A

the

(Continued on Page 4.)
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